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“Then he showed lour lights when he wished 
thom full call cad fellow in his wake.” 
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NEW YORK, N. Y. ES APRIL 29 - MAY 2, 1943 


PRINCIPLES 


The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, United States ‘Section, meeting in New York 
City, April 29- May 2, 1943, in the midst of social chaos and world-wide wars, reaffirms its loyalty to the ideals of 
peace, freedom and justice. Throughout its history the League has sought to show the 
~ ideals and to find means for their gradual realization. The present hour is a call not to despair but to clear thinking, 

careful study and indomitable courage. 


Peace 

The fod: whic h we work is much more than absence of war or main 

. ~ayance.of force. It is a positive principle in human relations and can be found only where there is-free cooperation for 


Freedom 


Liberty of the human spirit is a basic value, While individuals in society must accept much control in the 
common interest, they must have the right to contribute to decisions and to express differing opinions free 
democratic processes. Contrary to this freedom are all forms of dictatorship, all imperialism, all tiortalein of 
civil liberties, and discriminations based on race, class, creed or opinion, 


Justice 


Peace and freedom are insufficient without justice. The present disintegration of our culture is a demonstra- 
tion of the deep seated injustices in our economic and political structures: The answer to the threat of totali- 


- tarianism is the development of a democratic social order in which the dynamic forces of scientific discovery and 


economic change can be utilized to enrich the life of all members of the human family. It is to the difficult ‘task 
of furthering this ideal that the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom directs its efforts. 


In line with these fundamental principles, it is our aim to. work during the coming year 
for the furtherance of the following policies in both the international and domeéstic ‘fields. 
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POLICIES ANI 


INTERNATIONAL 


PEACE TERMS 


_We call upon the United States government to take the 
in formulating and ‘proclaiming peace terms and to 
explore every indication of peace projected from whatever sources. 


We call upon our miembers to take the following 
ACTION: . 


Urge the chairman of the Ways and Means Committee of — 
the House and your own Congressman to arrange for immediate. 


hearings on the Sumner Resolution H. Res. 42 providing “that 
a@ committee of 16 members of the House investigate and study 
the cause and prevention of wars; recommend to the Congress 
legislation and other remedies; and formulate, if deemed desir- 
able,.peace offers | which might hasten the successful termination 
of the ‘war in which the United States is at present engaged and 


gecommend such terms of peace-settlement sufficiently just and 
the United States and other nations as to encourage 


POST-WAR PLANS 


people: can: have adequate opportunity to express their 


desires and to contribute to the formulation of plans for an inter- 


nationally organized world based on law and cooperation. 
We call upon our members-to take the following 


ACTION: 
(a) Urge the Chairmen of the Foreign Relations Com- 


mittees of the Senate and House to work for joint hearings on 


the following resolutions providing for the establishment of com- 
missions to study. post-war planning, reconstruction, etc. 


Thomas, S. J. Res. 56 
S. Con. Res. 10 


ollette, s. J. Res. 60 
S. Res, 114 


wo Organize meetings and discussions on the Culbertson, 
Streit, Bingham, etc, plans for the Post-War world 
~“EEEDING 


The W.I.L. holds: that food should never be used as a 
and should be distributed always on the basis 


political weapon 
of need. Aware that the blockade which now condemns millions . 


of people in the heart of Europe to a slow starvation is a 
barbarous policy unworthy of free democratic nations, we 
een and insistently beg that the United States government 


to extend the of relief feeding to the occupied 
ACTION: 
(a) Urge the Secretary of State to reverse the present 


administrative policy of using the withdrawal of food as a coer- 


cive measure against Martinique. 
(b) Ask the Senate Foreign Relations Committee for im- 


mediate hearings and a favorable report of the Gillette-Taft 
Resolution No. 100, declaring it to be the conviction of the 
United States Senate that “immediate steps should be taken to 
extend the Greek experiment and thereby prevent this i 

c a mass meetings, deputations to the Congress, 
letters to the press. 

- ANTI-SEMITISM 


We call. upon. cut: government to. deal promptly and effect- 
ively ‘with any. manifestations of anti-Semitiam in the United 
States or im those countries now occupied by American forces. 
Furthermore, we urge that the United States government take 
the initiative in finding ways and means to rescue the remnant 


- of the Jewish people in Europe who can yet be saved. We lay 


upon our members the responsibility of being alert in recognizing 
and vigorous in denouncing any evidence of anti-Semitism in 


social, political or economic 


ACTION: 


We call upon our members to take the icllewieg.. 
ACTION: 
means of rescuing the temfiant of the Jewish people alive 
in occupied Europe. 
(b) Pressure on our government to insist that Jewish rights 
in Algeria, now abrogated by General Giraud, be restored and 


that political, economic and social freedom be ‘extended ‘to all 
native populations of countries now occupied by American troops. 


INDIAN FREEDOM” 


We urge the government of the United States. to. use its 
great power to give concrete meaning to the noble purposes 
expressed in the Atlantic Charter by declaring American support 
of immediate Indian independence. 


We 


Continual ‘and increasing increasing, pressure. through through letters to 7 
government and to the press through mass meeting: 
ing Indian freedom and the release of Mr. Gandhi, Mr. Nehru 
and other Indian leaders now imprisoned by the British. 


EXCLUSION ACT 


resentation of 


laws based on racial inequality. 
We call upon our members to take the following 
ACTION: 


(a) Work for immediate of the Kennedy Res. 


(b) Urge your 


Congressmen 
comes to the floor of the Congress for vote, so that our whole — 


INTER-AMERICAN ~ 


We advocate a policy in the Western Hemisphere which 
shall exemplify the principles of respect for law, democracy, and 
mutual helpfulness which have from time to time been set forth 
by United States spokesmen. We urge vege our ee 
continual growth in cooperative sharing of responsibility for 
regional problems affecting other American nations—as in the 
Caribbean area, We advocate inter-American control of financial 
policies in order to avoid the dangers inherent in the extension 
of United States domination. We American 
cooperation with o tin American nations developing 
concrete plans for raising living standards of workers and in 
strength the labor movement. We urge the fullest oppor- 
government for American colonial possessions. 


We call upon our members to take the following 
ACTION: 


a) Urge the Secretary of State to give concrete meaning 

ately complying with the arbitral award against the U: States 
in the Chamizal boundary case with Mexico. Bs 
(b) Urge the Secretary of State to utilize 

to encourage a higher labor standard in Latin countries 


(c) Urge the Senate Committee on Territories and Insular 
Affairs to report favorably the Tydings Res. S. 952 gets raed 

erto Rico or recognition its independence if so 
voted by the Island Legislature. 


2. Un ation md the amendment of all treaties and 
— 
3 Maloney, S. Con. Res. 1 
Mundt, H. J. Res. 28 
he on the qualifications of the individual. . ; 
4 
7 whenever the United States government enters into contract ‘ 
i arrangement with the Nationals of those countries as in the case 
of Bolivian mine owners. 
affairs. 


PROGRAM 


FOUR FREEDOMS 


In the domestic field we seek the realization of the Four 
Freedoms as a consistent expression of democratic principles in 
the life of our own country. We are, therefore, concerned by 
two tendencies in our national life. We see a return to the old 
evil of secret diplomacy and urge the government of the United 
Statesto adhere strictly to a policy of “open covenants 
arrived at”. Further, we are alatfmed by the inroads alr 
made by the military arm of our government which would r 
ment ideas and attitudes and suppress information and criticiem. 
We are convinced that the struggle for freedom of expression 
and civilian control of non-military affairs in the domestic area 
are essential in the continuance of democracy and in winning 
the peace: We also protest the assumption of power by the 
War Department in secretly ‘expelling American citizens in the 
East coastal areas without fair hearings before an impartial 
civilian tribunal. 


In order to attain both freedom from want and freedom 
from fear which are engendered by economic insecurity, we urge 
the Administration and the Congress to promote those i 
and programs which will stimulate full employment in peace 
times, provide for a just distribution of goods and furnish insur- 
ance against the hazards of life. 


We call upon our members to take the following 
ACTION: 


(a) $ the press in its struggle for free coverage of 
United -Nevons Conferences. 

y Oo all efforts and action on the part of the military 
arm to gain control of schools, colleges, radio 
and press. 

(c) Work for the r 
ican le whose 
this war. 
(@) Oppose passage of legislation which. would create 
second-class citizens. 
(e). Assist students in Relocation Centers to attend colleges, 


and help provide jobs for American citizens of Japanese ancestry 
released by the F.B.I. from Relocation Camps. 


(f) Oppose those types of taxes, such as the sales tax, which 
put a disproportionate burden upon the poor. 


is in nations opposed to us in 


Endofse the National Resources Planning Board as a 
agency and bring pressure on the Congress for securing 
sufficient funds for its effective continuance. 


(h) Support the extension of the Social Security Program 
to groups not yet provided for. 


(i) Urge your Congressmen to give full s to an anti- 
inflation program—including heavy taxes and effective price 


PERMANENT CONSCRIPTION 
‘ We oppose all efforts to saddle permanent conscription on 
We call upon our members to take the following 
ACTION: 


Urge your Senator to vote against the Gurney-Wadsworth 
Bill S. 701, which would require a year’s service of every citizen 
during times of peace. 


CONSCRIPTION OF LABOR AND. WOMEN 
We reaffirm our opposition to the extension of c 


to labor which would abridge the 13th Amendment to the Con- 


stitution, and to the conscription of women which is a further 


threat to family life during war. 
We call upon our members to take the following 
ACTION: 


Continual action against the Austin-Wadsworth Bill S. 666, 
which would conscript women and labor, and all similar totali- 
tarian legislation. 


ition of the Constitutional rights of 


DOMESTIC: 


CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS 


We reaffirm our stand on freedom of conscience and our sup- 
port of those who are conscientiously unable to participate in the 
war effort.. We are gratified by the increased opportunities for 
detached service for men in C.P.S, camps, and advocate that 
Conscientious Objectors in prison should also be paroled to such 


We call upon our members to take the following 
ACTION: 

_ (a) Urge the Director of Selective Service to seek a new 
ruling on the pay provision for Conscientious Objectors, so that 
they may receive pay for services rendered equal to that of the 


lowest rank of private in the United States army. 


_ (b) Urge the Director of Prisons to bring into operation 
Plan 4 of the Executive Order relating to Conscientious Objec- 
pro, 


(c) Ald in raising. ball for men trial and 
ws facing help. in 


LABOR 4 
We support the efforts of the President's Committee on Fair 
Employment Practices in its work to prevent racial and other 
discrimination in government financed industry. We believe that 
the development of labor management committees is a step in 
the right direction and advocate labor representation on all 
boards and commissions which determine labor conditions of 
work. We reaffirm our conviction that collective bargaining is 
an inherent right of labor and should not be abridged, and oppose 
all legislation which would outlaw strikes. 


We call upon our members to take the following 
ACTION: . é 

(a) Urge. your Senators and Congressmen to vote against 
the Conally-Smith Bill S. 796, which requires registration of all 


labor unions, the filing of financial statements, and imprisonment 
of strike leaders, 


(b) We Ott own mathbers to inform thémesives regard- 
ing labor situations in their own communities and to give active 
support to just labor demands. ¢ 


POLL TAX 
We oppose the denial of political democratic rights to Ameri- 
can citizens through the requirement of a poll tax. ; 
We call upon our members to take the following 
ACTION: 


Urge upon your Senators an immediate favorable vote on 
the Anti-Poll Tax Bill H. R. 7, which passed the House 265 to 110. 


The National Executive Committee expects to publish in an 
autumn issue of FOUR LIGHTS a list of Study Recommenda- 
tions for use in connection with the topics covered by the Policies 
and Program. 
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TIMELY LEGISLATION 


written, three pieces of legislation 
which te acted upon before 
recess of that body. 


you know, there was introduced last February into the 
the Resolution 100-providing that it was 
conviction of the Senate that immediate steps should be 

extend he Greek experiment, thereby preventing im- 
edy. of mass starvation”. And further that the 
the United States government to endeavor as quickly 
as possible to work out in cooperation with the British govern- 
ment and the governments of Sweden and Switzerland and the 
accredited resentatives of other governments concerned, the 
setting up systematic and definite relief for all stricken and 
hungry countries.... ... This relief to be based on agreement 
by the belligerents for the protection of native and imported 
food supplies and safeguard of relief so that no military advantage 
whatever shall accrue to the armed forces of the invading 


For months the WIL has made strenuous efforts to get 
hearings on this important measure and finally the Senate Pa 
Relations Committee voted to have heafings before a sub- 
committee. The chairman appointed for this sub-committee is 


mee 


Fe 


the Gillette-Taft Resolution at the earliest possible moment, so 
that it can go to the floor of the Senate for immediate action. 

In the preamble of the Resolution, under the “whereas”, it is 
stated that after six months trial the Greek relief experiment has 


-been certified by the State Department as working satisfactorily 


and without benefit to the Germans; that the government of 
Belgium, Norway and Poland have requested it; that many of the 
small invaded governments have the money with which to - 
chase°the food and that the Swedish government hes the ships 


Hence the only block in the way of relieving these friendly 
countries—already undergoing tremendous suffering, not only 
because of the invasion, but because of Allied bombings of Ger- 
man defenses in some of these countries — is the blockade now 
imposed by the British government and adhered to by the United 


States. 
This resolution should be passed, first of all, on humanitarian 
grounds. We who are safe, we who have adequate food, will feel 
to get our own Senate to act, at least in expressing 
on the basis of the above facts. But beyond 


e 
its conviction ‘ 
humanitarian is always the political fact that 


Doodle Musette, 
50. A ul play for young people, produced by Junior 
Inc., with music, fantasy, and a light touch, dealing 


* * * 


Comparative Peace Plans, by Theodore Paullin. Pacifist 


Research Bureau, 25c. This 90-page booklet is the most compre- 


hensive summary so far blished, including statements by 
ernment officials in the United States, Great Britain, Russia, 
hina, and governments in exile, unofficial plans as offered in 


It belongs to deep primitive instincts of women, even if now 
it appears in a modern setting, clad in technical and legislative 
Will 


ill you write your own Senators as well as Senator Con- 
nally, and ask them to urge the Senate Foreign Relations Com- 

EXCLUSION AC 


has been discarded and a new measure providing for a_ specific 
quota on the 1924. quota basis is now being considered. This 
measure also should acted upon before the summer recess of 
the Congress. There is every reason to” believe that, once it is 
out of Committee, it will pass the House, but then it must 
go to the Senate. Hence there is no time to lose, so will you 
urge the chairman of the House Committee, Mr. Samuel Dick- 


A third of legislation that needs your attention is the 
anti-poll tax As you know, on May 25 this bill, H. R. 7, was 
passed by an overwhelming vote of 265 to 110. ‘It now 
to the Senate for action. You will recall that last year 

iter 
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off ‘until October 1. FOUR LIGHTS is about to 

vacation. It wishes its readers well as they turn to their 
a See It looks forward to renewing its service to 


FOUR LIGHTS 
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Owned and published by Women’s International League 


National Literature Department 
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Entered as second class matter May 12, 1942, at the 


at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, under the Act of March 3, 1879, 
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Subscription price 50c - Se 
National Executive Office, 1734 F St. N.W., Washington, D. C. 


books, by churches, by organizations, by pacifists, both here and 
in England. 


hemes Madness end justice, the jong. often ta. 
a short run, prove to ‘be the micst policies a government 
| 
(ai The second measure before the Congress is the bill which 
oy oe would lift the Exclusion Act for the Chinese. That bill is still 
a in the House Committee on Immigration and Naturalization. 
, The Kennedy Bill which we believed would be reported favorably 
a 
nations. 
stein, to call for @ favorable vote im the immigration and Natur- 
— Senator Thomas of Utah and the other members are Senators alization Committee at the earliest possible moment and will you 
“8 Gillette, LaFollette, Van Nuys and White. It is hoped that at the same time ask your own Congressman to vote favorably e 
i ‘hearings may begin sometime around the twenty-first of June. for the bill when it does come to the floor of the House? ‘ 
= If this Resolution is to be really effective; the Senate should POLL TAX 
2 act upon it before it recesses, so there is no time to lose. Will 
you, therefore, take the following 
ae! ACTION. | Will’you write to the chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee Tom Connally, Senate Affice 
we. > Building, Washington, D.C.)? Will you urge him with all the 
s skill and persuasiveness you can, to call for a favorable vote on Ce ! oll Tax is urging a vote of Cloture. 
a eg : n is rarely taken as there is a tradition in the Senate : 
to vote on R. 7,. It is your responsibility to write to both) 
“4 your Senators immediately, to secure a written commitment from 
es and to vote for the Anti-poll Tax Bill’. 
x — Dorothy Detzer. 
Book Notes 
Children of North Africa, by Louise A. Stinetorf. J. B. 
e Lippincott, $2. Stories of children who live in the various through the National Literature Office, pet Chess ee ee 
Bs countries of a continent which is our newest geographical Philadelphia 3. 
oS) acquaintance. Told from the point of view of the local child ; 
es, and his cultural inheritance. The author writes from her per- fp 
ie sonal knowledge of these janis and peoples. She was recently 
ped a staff member in the Pennsylvania WIL office, 
Bed with the idea of how a anes town got rid es would-be dictator. : 
Cue Practical for.amateur production. greeable anti- 
Bo fascist, pro-democratic. Song Book, 50c additional 


